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May, 



. . . The Commission of the International Peace 
Bureau will meet at Berne, Switzerland, on the 20th of 
May. It will then fix the program for the Lucerne 
Peace Congress, discuss the matter of the war in the 
East, the creation of the Peace Propaganda Fund, etc. 

. . . 11 Secolo, the most widely circulated daily in 
Italy, has, with the cooperation of the Lombard Peace 
Union at Milan, secured the signatures of more than two 
hundred thousand citizens to a petition urging the Italian 
government to take the initiative in an effort to secure 
by mediation a cessation of the war in the East. 

. . . An International Railway Congress is to be held 
in Washington beginning May 4 and continuing a week. 
There will be about five hundred American delegates 
and seven hundred from abroad. The buildings for 
exhibits in connection with the Congress, north of the 
Washington Monument, will cover an area five times as 
large as Madison Square Garden. It will probably be 
the biggest railroad demonstration ever made and it will 
be indirectly a peace congress, for railroads are great 
peacemakers. 

. . . Great Britain is now spending $150,000,000 a 
year more on armaments than she did only seven years 

ago. 

■ « ♦ » 

The Dying Warrior. 

BY EDWIN ARNOLD BRENHOLTZ. 

" Hasten now, Courier, night is approaching! 
Here is your message, Speed! dark is encroaching! 
Blurred are the valleys — on hilltops light lingers; 
Would I could aid you with hate-inspired fingers. 

" Sore am I wounded: my warfare is finished. 
Firm is the foe and our ranks are diminished ; 
Wasted by sickness, desertions and fighting — 
Would that you were at this moment alighting. 

" Oh, that a soldier should ever he tardy! 
Hasten, my comrade, be speedy as hardy. 
Bring reinforcements before the day's dawning: 
Graves, if you fail, for us all will be yawning. 

" Ha! you are ready. One moment, — stoop, listen, — 

Farewell forever! 

Alone? Eyes will glisten! — 
Soldier-checked tears at the thought of disaster; — 
Oh that those hoof-beats away would die faster. 

" Here is the ending of fond dreams of glory: 
Linked with defeat goes my name down in story. 
Is it disgrace to be trebly outnumbered? 
No! but they'll write, 'Sure, his vigilance slumbered.' 

" Such are the chances the warrior faces. 
Death — like most others — he fearless embraces. 
Ne'er does he count on a final disaster; 
Always, in dreams, he is victor and master. 

" Was that a bugle note? On to the slaying, 
Mortals for stakes on earth's battlefields playing! 
Men are but pawns in the great game of nations: 
Here is one more dropped from human relations. 



" Feebly fond thoughts in this brain now are glowing — 
Curst is war's harvest; its seed we are sowing. 
See! there's the flag I have followed — God bless it! 
Comrades, I'm coming! — O life-blood! repress it. 

" Weaker and weaker! Now, can't make a motion: 
Fame, art thou worthy a lifetime's devotion? 
Some have had doubts as to justice of slaying: 
Children and wife for my welfare are praying. ■ 

" Small, in these death-touched eyes, causes for warring; 
High o'er past life is this spirit now soaring: 
Fame all imperfect to world I am leaving: 
Oh, see the thousands my life has set grieving. 

" Must I be facing forever this vision; 
Murderers calling with brutal derision 
' Come lo us Brother'? Away^with delusion, 
Bred by the fever, the stillness, seclusion. 

" Dark, and alone, and in silence I'm sinking — 
Only of children and wife now I'm thinking: — 
God, in thy mercy forgive me for blindness; 
Answer their prayers in thine infinite kindness ; 

" Answer" 

O Lord, we complete his petition: 
Purge from each mind all this strife superstition ; 
Answer, with peace, those to whom he brought sorrow; 
Answer, with Peace, for all men on the morrow. 



Sketches of Eminent Peace Workers of 
the Past Century. 

I. 

David L. Dodge. 

The habit of calling somebody the father or mother or 
apostle of every movement is frequently handy, but not 
always just. One may in some sense, however, fairly 
call David L. Dodge the father of the peace movement 
in America, for he not only wrote, so far as is known, 
the first formal pamphlets against war (always except- 
ing the documents issued by the Society of Friends), but 
organized the first peace society in the world. 

Mr. Dodge was the grandfather of the late William E. 
Dodge of New York. He was born in Brooklyn, June 
14, 1774, and lived to the age of seventy-eight. He was 
a member of the Presbyterian church and in later life 
an elder. In business he became by his own efforts one 
of the most prominent mercantile men of his day. He 
was a great lover of knowledge, and made up by diligent 
private study for his early lack of a liberal education. 
He at one time engaged enthusiastically and success- 
fully in teaching. He was fond of religious studies and 
wrote many essays upon various theological subjects. 
He was especially distinguished for his religious benevo- 
lence and for his private visitation and help of individuals. 

In his early youth, during and after the Revolution, 
Mr. Dodge was thrown into circumstances which tended 
powerfully to cultivate in him the war spirit. At 
eighteen he joined a militia company, and saw military 
parades and exercises of all kinds. In his presence 
" military heroes were eulogized by ministers and laymen 
as the excellent and glory of the earth." He grew to 
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maturity " in the full belief of the duty and necessity of 
sustaining the military arm of power." He carried pis- 
tols when he traveled, with the purpose of using them 
on occasion. 

When about thirty-one years of age, because of an 
occurrence in which he was on the point of shooting the 
innkeeper where he was lodging, he first began to exam- 
ine the question of the propriety of Christians arming 
themselves with deadly weapons for self-defense. The 
precepts of the gospel appeared to him to be against it ; 
but the theologians and moral philosophers, with few 
exceptions, he found in favor of it. He " struggled hard 
to satisfy himself that defensive war, in extreme cases, 
might be tolerated by the gospel," though he discovered 
that " the precepts of the gospel were specially against 
defensive warfare." He discussed the subject with many 
pious and well-educated persons. Some of these " had 
never examined " the subject. Others justified recourse 
to deadly weapons "from the necessity of the case"; 
others from the example of those " esteemed pious." 
While he sought to test the question " by gospel author- 
ity," his opponents " generally avoided that standard." 

The result of his studies was his solid convincement 
that Christians should have nothing to do with deadly 
weapons and the war-spirit ; and he felt ever afterwards 
that one of the worst things for children was to give 
them military toys, to take them to see military reviews, 
and " the gaudy trappings of military service." These 
" were designed to foster the spirit and teach the art of 
war," and their evil effects " he knew from sad experi- 
ence." Mr. Dodge published his new views in the spring 
of 1 809 in a pamphlet of some forty pages, entitled " The 
Mediator's Kingdom not of this World." He took the 
unequivocal ground "that all kinds of war, revenge and 
fighting were utterly prohibited under the gospel dispen- 
sation," and supported this position strongly from both 
the spirit and the letter of Christ's teachings. The 
pamphlet attracted much attention and in two weeks an 
edition of a thousand copies was sold. A spirited, sar- 
castic reply to the pamphlet was soon published by " three 
literary gentlemen." To this Mr. Dodge immediately 
wrote a rejoinder. The " Mediator's Kingdom not of 
this World " was shortly afterwards republished in Phil- 
adelphia and Providence, and gave the first impulse in 
America (outside of the work of the Friends) to the 
serious study of the relation of war to Christianity. 
Some of those who were favorable to the doctrine of 
peace thought Mr. Dodge had gone too far in his con- 
demnation of all war. Among these was Dr. Noah 
Worcester, whose " Solemn Review of the Custom of 
War " a few years later was doubtless in part inspired 
by Mr. Dodge's writings. 

By 1810 Mr. Dodge had gathered about him a group 
of about twenty leading church members, who accepted 
his views and repudiated war. Early in 1812 they delib- 
erated on the expediency of forming a peace society, but 
war with England was threatening, and, lest their motives 
should be misunderstood, they judged it prudent to wait 
till the public mind was more tranquil. They decided 
meanwhile to continue their efforts in private, and Mr. 
Dodge was appointed by the group to prepare an essay 
stating and answering objections. The outcome was a 
new pamphlet, " War Inconsistent with the Religion of 
Jesus Christ," covering more than a hundred pages and 



in every way superior to the earlier one.* The style and 
spirit of the essay, which is a strong and cogently rea- 
soned treatise, and not a mere sentimental exhortation, 
may be judged from the following passage : 

"It is exceedingly strange that any one under the light of 
the gospel, professing to be guided by its blessed precepts, 
with the Bible in his hand, while the whole creation around 
him is so often groaning under the weight and terrors of war, 
should have doubts whether any kind of wars under the gospel 
dispensation, except spiritual warfare, can be the dictate of 
any kind of wisdom except that from beneath. Wars and 
fightings- come from the lusts of men, from pride, avarice and 
revenge. The gospel is directly opposed to this spirit. It 
teaches humility, it inculcates love, it breathes pity and for- 
giveness even to enemies, and forbids rendering evil for evil 
to any man." 

After the return of peace between the United States 
and Great Britain, the subject of the organization of a 
peace society was again taken up, and in August, 1815, 
the New York Peace Society was formed, the first in the 
world. There were between thirty and forty members. 
Mr. Dodge was unanimously chosen president. The 
articles of the association pronounced " against all carnal 
warfare, whether offensive or defensive, as being wholly 
opposed to the example of Christ and the spirit and pre- 
cepts of the Gospel." Mr. Dodge delivered the address 
at the first monthly meeting of the society, and this 
address, "The Kingdom of Peace under the Benign 
Reign of Messiah," was ordered printed as a tract for 
distribution, and one thousand copies of it were circu- 
lated. Addresses by other members at later meetings 
were also published and distributed, and the Society in 
its early history carried on a vigorous propaganda and 
won a considerable constituency. It carried on cor- 
respondence with the other peace societies subsequently 
formed and for several years took and distributed two 
hundred copies of the " Friend of Peace," edited by Dr. 
Noah Worcester. 

The New York Peace Society maintained its existence 
and work for many years, though often in a very restricted 
way from lack of pecuniary resources. It was one of 
those which in 1828 united in the creation of the Ameri- 
can Peace Society, which was organized in New York 
on the initiative of William Ladd of Minor, Maine, on 
the eighth of May, that year. After this the New York 
society seems to have done little separate work, and 
finally ceased to maintain an independent existence. 

Mr. Dodge assisted in the organization of the new 
national society (the American Peace Society) and pre- 
sided at its first annual meeting on the 13th of May, 
1829. He was chosen a member of the Board of Di- 
rectors and later became a Life Director, thus maintaining 
his connection with the Society till his death in 1852. 
His peace work and influence, therefore, continued 
through nearly half a century, though in his later years 
he was prevented by feeble health from engaging in 
much active service. He remained to the end faithful to 
the radical Christian views of peace and war which he 
acquired from his thorough gospel studies on the sub- 
ject in 1805, and he always felt that really effective 
peace work could not be done on any other basis. 



* Both these pamphlets are found in the " Memorial of David L. Dodge," 
which was printed privately for the family in 1854, two years after his 
death. A copy of the book is in the Congregational Library, Boston. Mr. 
Edwin Ginn of Boston is shortly to reissue them in a handsome volume 
in The International Library series which he is publishing. 



